
Finding and Applying for Funding Opportunities 

 

Finding 

 

-- Internet search: scholarship, fellowship, grant, award 

-- Organizations:  professional associations, philanthropic organizations, non-governmental organizations, 

government departments and ministries, science foundations. 

-- Universities, institutes 

-- CVs of scholars engaged in similar types of research 

-- List-servs and newsletters of professional associations.  Sign up for list-servs (do so on a separate email 

account, but one you check regularly) 

-- Colleagues 

 

Applying 

 

-- Constantly monitor the main funding sources: local (university), national, and international sources. 

 

-- Always think: how can I get someone to pay for this?  Funding can be for travel, training courses, data 

collection, awards for papers, writing a dissertation, and so on.   

 

-- Apply for everything for which you are eligible. Success rate is low. But if you don’t apply, you won’t get 

it.  Be fearless: apply for everything, do not fear rejection. 

 

-- If you have a good idea (or you think you have a good idea), approach a professor who might be interested 

in writing the grant with you.  This expands the number of grants to which you can apply. 

 

-- Work on your CV, keep it up-to-date. 

 

-- Build on success: Conference presentations, publications or similar fellowship, scholarship or awards on 

the topic of the grant are evidence of your research experience and greatly enhance your application. 

 

-- Read carefully the requirements for eligibility.  Some funding opportunities require citizenship, or gender, 

or minority status, or professional status.  Some are individual grants, some are institutional grants.   

 

-- Applications can vary widely in what they require, depending on what the funding is for, and the 

characteristics of the funding source.  Almost all, however, have a research proposal. 

 

-- Your best chance of success is if your project fits the goals of the funding source.  It is important to read 

the “mission” of the funding source and tailor your project accordingly.    

 

-- Learn to work on short deadlines, but give people who will write letters of reference for you at least two 

weeks’ notice.  Send a preliminary version of your proposal to them if the application is not complete. 

 

-- Revise, revise, revise and revise your proposal.  And then revise it again. 

 

-- Have someone else read your application before you send it.  It doesn’t matter whether you are a young 

scholar or an established professor, it is necessary to get criticisms of your application. 

 

-- Many applications require an abstract or executive summary, i.e. a very short description of the entire 

proposal, usually expressed in number of characters (with spaces).  This short description should be clear, 

simple, engaging and eye-catching.   

 

-- Recycle:  once you work hard on an application, try to re-use that application, or parts of it – with 

appropriate modifications, of course – for applying to other funding sources.   


